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the Komsomols do. There has been no task in the past to which
the Pioneers have not set their hands. As the conditions of the
country are improving, so the calls made on them are decreasing.
They were much too great until 1932, and many children paid
the price in nervous exhaustion and sub-normal health.
The success of the campaign against drunkenness owes as
much to the Pioneers as to the Komsomol. They, too, played a
very important part in the fight against illiteracy. From an
address by Lenin to the Komsomol, a whole set of precepts,
called the " Precepts of Ilyich " (Lenin), was taken to form the
basis of the Pioneers' conduct. They form the Guide for Pioneers.
It may interest readers to learn some of them. " The whole task
of Communists is to know how to convince the backward, to
work among them, and not to fence themselves off from them.
To learn to work—this is the task in its full scope, which the
Soviet authority must put before its people. . * . Less fervent
slogans, and more simple everyday work.
" The real task of building the Communist society confronts
the youth of to-day.
" Without productive work and actual struggle a book know-
ledge of Communism acquired from Communist pamphlets and
writing is worth absolutely nothing.
" You would make a great mistake if you were to draw the
conclusion that it is possible to become a Communist without
having absorbed what has been accumulated by the mind of
man.'*
Pioneers are admitted between the ages of ten and sixteen.
As the enrolment age to the Komsomol is fourteen, it means that
many Pioneers are members of both organisations, in the same
way that many Komsomols are also Party members. These
Pioneers who are also Komsomols are thus under the influence
and direction of the senior organisation. This direction is passed
on to the young Pioneers, who naturally look tip to the older
members. Enrolment is a great occasion. It usually takes place
on an anniversary celebration in the presence of the Pioneer
brigade, a representative from the Komsomol, and one from the

